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FOREWORD 



The object of publication of an albhabetica! subjectwise 
index of Sanskrit manuscripts available in the Andhra Pradesh 
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research institute is 
to show what material this department affords for the ^studies in 
Sanskrit, right from the Holy Scriptures down to the several sub- 
jects of science and literature. 

The total number of Sanskrit manuscripts available here is 
4038, of which 2693 are in paSmleaf and the remaining are in 
paper. For the purpose of indexing, the subject matter of the 
manuscripts is taken into consideration. 

The present volume contains 20 subjects in all and the rest 
of the 18 subjects constitute the second volume which comes off 
shortly. Since a major Portion of these manuscripts in Sanskrit 
were written in the Telugu characters, the index for these scripts 
is also published in Telugu instead of Nagari. 

In a Research institute like this, what actually required is a 
descriptive catalogue which is quite helpful to the scholars. As 
3 matter of fact, such a detailed catalogue has already been 
drawn up by the technical staff of this department and the 
material is also kept available for/eference of the scholars. Butto 
publish all such material in these days of soaring cost of 
paper and printing, it may become difficult. Hence a modest 



beginning of publication of the 'Subjectwise Indexes of the 
Manuscripts' was made. The Index of Telugu Manuscripts' was 
already released and the present volume is the second of the 
series. The third is the Index of Manuscripts in Urdu etc. lan- 
guages which is published simultaneously. 

Although this department has In Its possession about 24 
thousandfpalmleaf and paper manuscripts in about fourteen langua- 
ges, ever/ year the library is enriched with new arrivals either 
by making purchases through the 'Manuscripts Purchase Commitee' 
constituted by the Government of Andhra pradesh or by gifts 
from philanthropic people. 

The country, no doubt, has very rich resources of the manu- 
scripts. But unfortunately they are lying idle in private posse- 
ssions. Regular survey of these manuscripts has to be conducted. 
The collection and preservation of manuscripts on scientific lines 
could only be done by well organized institutions. The Govern- 
ment of Andhra pradesh has sponsored the schemes and sincere 
efforts are being made to collect the original manuscripts or 
atleast the microfilm copies, in case the owners do not like to 
part with the orginals. 

The collection of valuable manuscripts is a regular and con- 
tinuous process in any Manuscripts Library and more so in a 
library like this, of which a Research Institute is a part and 
parcel for the award of Ph.D. Degree under a scholarship scheme 
sponsored by the department. 

As director of this department I heartily wish that scholars, 
as well as other common readers will make the best use of the 
library, which in other words, is an invaluable treasure of our 
culture. 

1 am highly thankful to the Government of^Andhra Pradesh for 
their helping hand in developing this department and thereby 
promoting the art and culture of our sacred soil, as also the 
human heritage from times immemorial, 

Abids, Hyderabad - 1. Sd) V.V.L. Narasimha Rao 

March, 85. 
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